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A FEW WORDS IN REPLY TO MR. 

BELSER. 

Editor Observer: 

Mr. Belser presents the side of the 
Oralists from his point of view in 
a capable manner that commands 
respect. I should like, however, to 
reply to one or two points in his 
letter. 

If Mr. Belser should make a thor¬ 
ough inspection of a large number 
of combined schools, I think he 
would find that they give as good! 
oral instruction as the average oral 
school, and better general educa¬ 
tion. 

He says he has seen pupils in 
their homes and “they are ashamed 
to open their mouths.” This may 
be true in individual cases, but I 
do not believe it is true as a gen¬ 
eral rule. If the deaf who have 
been taught speech do not use it 
at home it is because they find other 
means more satisfactory for com¬ 
municating with those around them. 
While speech seems best to the hear¬ 
ing, it is not necessarily so from 
the standpoint of the deaf. I have 
seen many deaf in their homes, 
those who talked and read lips, and 
those who did not. In the case of 
the latter, their brothers, sisters and 
friends very generally learn finger 
spelling and often signs, and so far 
as freedom of communicating with 
those around them they are far bet¬ 
ter off than those who depend on ( 
speech and lip-reading, imperfect as ! 
it often is. Many deaf taught in 
pure oral schools drop speech after 
leaving school. The time they spent i 
on speech was practically wasted, j 
An experienced superintendent of a 
combined system school is supposed ; 
to be able to judge from a pupil’s | 
progress, home influences, etc., | 
whether his speech will likely prove j 
useful to him, and if he thinks it j 
will, he continues him in the oral j 
department, and if not, he places I 
him where his time will not be 
wasted on useless speech. 

Mr. Belser says that the sign lan¬ 
guage as generally employed is not 
beautiful; but admits that when 
rightly employed it is a beautiful 
language. It is true that the facial 
contortions used by some deaf are 
not pleasing, especially to people not , 
familiar with the sign language or j 
prejudiced against it. But that is | 
the very reason it should be taught 1 


at school, because the school is the 
only place where these defects can 
be remedied. Some schools make it 
a point to correct these abuses of 
the sign language, but in recent 
years there has been a tendency to 
neglect it, and no effort made to 
preserve the beauty and grace of the 
early teachers. 

But the main question is: Shall 
the sign language be destroyed or 
preserved? The oralists would de¬ 
stroy it, and are doing all in their 
power to prejudice the public and 
parents against it. The deaf, with 
few exceptions, would preserve it. 
Its value is not so much for indi¬ 
vidual convention, but for lectures, 
debates, sermons, and interpreting 
spoken addresses. For these pur¬ 
poses it is invaluable, and there is 
nothing that can take its place. To 
destroy it would be a crime, and an 
irreparable loss to the deaf. 

The Oralists say the deaf can 
learn it after leaving school. But 
who is to teach it? It is the busi¬ 
ness of the schools to educate the 
deaf and they should include the 
sign language as part of such educa¬ 
tion. What the deaf gain through 
lectures and addresses in the sign 
language more than compensates for 
the loss in speech, if any, and this 
loss need not be appreciable in any 
properly managed combined school. 

OLOF HANSON. 

Seattle, May 5th, 1913. 

MORE ORAL I ST MISINFORMATION 

“Opinions upon the Nebraska Law 
by Prominent Educators, Parents of 
Deaf Children and Graduates under 
the Oral Method,” is the title of a 
pamphlet issued by the Nebraska 
Parents’ Association. It is a 44- 
page booklet, printed on heavy paper 
and bearing the earmarks of being 
a printing job that called for con¬ 
siderable money, which fact would 
indicate that the oralists have no 
lack of the wherewithal for carry¬ 
ing on the fight. 

The booklet is gotten up for gen¬ 
eral distribution and the associa¬ 
tion’s secretary, T. D. Olin, 488 
Brandeis Building, Omaha, very 
kindly favored The Observer with 
a copy. A perusal of the book 
brings to light the several things 
here mentioned: 

1. The oral advocates in Nebras¬ 


ka realized, upon the inauguration 
of the fight by the National Associa¬ 
tion of the Deaf against the Nebras¬ 
ka oral law, that they needed some 
“opinions” from oral advocates to 
pit against the numerous spontane¬ 
ous expressions by leading educators 
of the deaf that the Nebraska law 
was iniquitous, unjust and class 
legislation; 

2. They realized that they must 
have only favorable replies to print, 
hence care was exercised to address 
inquiries only to those who would 
be likely to give such answers as 
the Nebraska Parents’ Association 
desired; 

3. Deliberate misrepresentation is 
resorted to by several writers whose 
“opinions” are printed in the book, 
and it is painfully evident that a 
number are very much biased in 
their statements. 

If the Nebraska Parents’ Associa¬ 
tion had gone to the superintendents 
of the fifty odd state schools in the 
United States, as well as to a few 
of the leading teachers under each 
of these superintendents, for a frank 
expression “as to the wisdom of the 
law’s retention upon the statute 
books”—and if only a tenth of these 
superintendents and teachers had re¬ 
plied unequivocally in favor of re- 
I taining the law in its present form, 
the value of the booklet and its in¬ 
fluence upon methods of educating 
the deaf would have been a thou¬ 
sand-fold stronger than can possibly 
be expected of the “coached” opin¬ 
ions published in the booklet. 

It is disappointing to find, when 
one comes to the “letters by deaf 
graduates under the oral method,” 
j and “testimony of oral graduates,” 
that, save in a few instances, the 
] names of those writing are hidden 
under the writers’ initials, thereby 
i preventing the inquisitive from 
learning anything further than what 
appears in the booklet. Perhaps a 
letter to Mr. Olin will bring the 
| names and addresses. 

Among the parents of the Nebras- 
! ka deaf, among the lawmakers of 
I that state, and among the great mass 
I of people, not only in Nebraska, 
but in other states, too, who are 
not in the least informed upon meth¬ 
ods of educating the deaf, the book¬ 
let before us has had, and w'ill con- 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Meagher=Veditz=Regensbei g 

Recently several articles have ap¬ 
peared in The Observer regarding a 
paragraph in the N. A. D. report 
reflecting on J. Frederick Meagher. 
Mr. George W. Veditz, of Colorado 
Sp.ings, has taken up the matter 
and written some three columns in 
the Deaf Mutes’ Journal, severely 
criticizing Mr. Meagher and myself. 
Some two weeks ago I sent a reply 
to the Journal in ample time for the 
last issue, but it failed to appear in 
that paper, so we print it here: 
Editor Journal: 

In a recent issue of your paper 
Mr. G. W. Veditz does me the honor 
of a two-column notice. 

I appreciate it, but at the same 
time am sorry Mr. Veditz did not 
send along a dictionary and a few 
volumes on ancient history. My 
college education is noted, mostly 
for its minus quantity. It must be 
fine to go to college and learn what 
a muss was raised in old Rome 
because some mischevious youngster 
twisted the beard of a gray-haired 
patriarch. I might even have learn¬ 
ed the meaning of some of the big 
words used by Mr. Veditz without 
trotting around looking for Noah 
Webster. 

That all may know what the ar¬ 
ticle in The Observer was we here 
print it. 

“Why? 

At the Colorado Springs N. A. D. 
convention a young man on the im¬ 
pulse of the moment cast two votes 
for his candidate for president. The 
vote was cast openly, without any 
attempt at concealment, and atten¬ 
tion was immediately called to the 
matter and he was sharply criti¬ 
cized by the president before the 
whole convention. 

This punishment it would seem 
was sufficient for what was intend¬ 
ed only as a joke or enlivenment. 

What was the astonishment and 
disgust of the members to find an 
exaggerated account of the affair 
written up and printed on page 80 
of the N. A. D. report. 

Why was the affair mentioned at 
all? 

What good ends were served by 
its publication? 

The young man is now in this 
state. He has led a creditable life. 
He holds a responsible position. He 
is making a name for himself as 
a writer of verse. He has married 
a sweet, pure, intelligent, lovable 
woman. Yet all this seems to go 
for naught. Some one, apparently 
with malice, has seen fit to blow 
a small mole hill up into a moun¬ 
tain and place it in the permanent 
records of the association—an ever¬ 
lasting black mark to a promising 
young man. 


A whole lot of good matter was 
crowded out of the report for lack 
of funds. Yet it seems there was 
plenty of money for this entirely 
unwarranted attack on a rising 
yo.;ng man. 

Where is the axe? 

Let’s cut off a tail close up to the 
ears. r.” 

Mr. Veditz says : “The secretary 
had no volition in the premises. He 
is required to make a faithful tran¬ 
script of the doings of the conven¬ 
tion.” 

Why did he not do so then? Let’s 
review the article referring to Mr. 
Meagher as it appears in the re¬ 
port. 

“While the tellers were counting 
the votes considerable excitement 
prevailed when Mr. Cloud asked for 
the privilege of the floor.” 

Mr. Cloud did nothing of the kind, 
he is not the man. 

“And called attention to the de¬ 
liberate fraud committed by J. F. 
Meagher, who had cast two ballots 
for his candidate, Mr. Hanson.” 

There was no deliberate fraud. 
The Standard dictionary defines de¬ 
liberate as “fully and carefully con¬ 
sidering the nature and consequence 
of an act,” and fraud is defined as 
“an act of deliberate deception prac¬ 
ticed with the object of securing 
something to the prejudice of an¬ 
other.” Mr. Meagher was seated in 
the midst of Mi. Long’s friends. He 
openly waved the extra ballot. Had 
he been bent on deliberate fraud, 
would he have taken such a course? 
The deliberate fraud charge hasn’t 
even a wooden leg to stand on. 

“Half a dozen others quickly fol¬ 
lowed Mr. Cloud claiming that they 
had been eye witnesses to the fraud 
and demanded an honest ballot and 
fair count.” 

Why not make it two or three 
dozen, that many doubtless saw Mr. 
Meagher cast the vote? 

“The president called the alleged 
culprit to the platform.” 

The president did no such thing. 
Mr. Meagher never left his seat. 

“and there confronted with over¬ 
whelming evidence, he hung his 
head shamefully and pleaded guil¬ 
ty.” 

Mr. Meagher promptly acknowl¬ 
edged he put in an extra ballot. 

“The president severely arraigned 
him and told him ‘to go and sin no 
more.’ ” 

The president used no such words. 

Mr. Veditz dwells on the awful 
consequence had Mr. Long’s friends 
demanded that a new ballot be tak¬ 
en. But the very fact that they did 
not is good evidence that they con¬ 
sidered the matter only a mischevi¬ 
ous prank. 

It was not until the convention 
report made its appearance that 


people discovered a “deliberate 
fraud.” 

Mr. Veditz says that the conven¬ 
tion proceedings were sent him for 
examination within six weeks after 
the convention adjourned. We’ll bet 
our best shoes against the Veditz 
poultry ranch that the Meagher ar¬ 
ticle was written during the last 
nine months. 

Can Mr. Regensberg truthfully say 
that the Meagher article, as it now 
appears in the report, was not writ¬ 
ten with malice intent? 

If the rest of the report is as full 
of inaccuracies as the paragraph re¬ 
ferring to Mr. Meagher then it is 
of about as much value to the N. A. 
D. as Dr. Cook’s North Pole notes 
are to science. 

One day during the convention 
Mr. Long took the floor and a warm 
and interesting tilt occurred be¬ 
tween him and the president. If 
the short and ugly word was not 
used openly, it was under breath. 
The secretary, whose “duty is to 
give a correct transcript of the con¬ 
vention,” seems to have overlooked 
this, or was it left out to make room 
for the Meagher paragraph? 

A whole lot of us would like to 
read the report of the Federation 
Committee meeting which was held 
at some time during the convention, 
and Mr. Veditz should call the sec¬ 
retary to terms for failing to men¬ 
tion it and do his duty. Possibly 
this was also left out to help make 
Mr. Meagher famous. 

Since writing the above a second 
issue of the Journal has reached us 
and Mr. Veditz gives us another col¬ 
umn. Whew! Three columns from 
one of the big guns—my breastband 
expands. 

Mr. Veditz fires a whole broadside 
of questions at us. Many of these 
we have already answered and need 
not take them up again; others we 
will consider here. 

Mr. Veditz asks: “Why mention 
Mrs. Meagher?” 

Oh, Georgie, what a fool question. 
Does your wife like to hear you 
called a horse thief or bunko steer- 
er? That article in the report prac¬ 
tically says that Mrs. Meagher, with 
her eyes open married a deliberate 
fraud. 

Mr. Veditz asks: “Wherein the 
unfair use of authority?” 

Any person who uses a public of¬ 
fice to further his own personal 
spite is making a misuse of author¬ 
ity. It is the frank opinion of the 
writer, as w r ell as many others, that 
the Meagher paragraph as it appears 
in the report was written up and 
inserted with the intention of in¬ 
juring Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Veditz asks: “Did not Mr. 
Hanson vote for these Booster Club 
resolutions?” 

(Continued on page 3) 
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We give much space in another 
v column to the “Circus at Vancouver 
School.” This is something new. 
1 We suppose much of the credit for 
the affair belongs to James Frederick 
Meagher. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
> BY-LAWS. 

I move that Section 1, Article I, 
' of the By-Laws be amended to read 
as follows: 

Section 1. The initiation fee of 
this Association shall be $2.00 for 
each member during the time a con¬ 
vention is being held, and for the 
five days immediately preceding; the 
initiation fee at all other times shall 
^be $1.00. 

Proposed by A. W. Wright, 
Seconded by W. S. Root. 

I further move that Article I of 
the By-Laws be amended by adding 
Section 5, to read as follows: 

Sec. 5. One-half of the initiation 
y fees collected by the treasurer at a 
convention shall be turned into the 
Endowment Fund. 

Proposed by A. W. Wright, 
Seconded by W. S. Root. 

These motions are referred to the 
Committee on Laws, J. C. Howard, 
X chairman, to consider and report at 
the Cleveland convention. 

Mr. Wright explains the purpose 
of his motions as follows: 

Many who attend conventions do 
so merely to have a good time, and 
after the close of the convention 
drop out and contribute no further 
to the support of the Association. 
These, he thinks, should pay more 
for their whistle, and incidentally 
the Endowment Fund, of which Mr. 
Wright is chairman, would profit by 
the arrangement. 


CANDIDATES. 

At this time three years ago there 
was a red hot Presidential campaign. 
Today there is little doing in that 
line. 

We believe the sober minded pro¬ 
gressive deaf of the country are 
ready to support Mr. Hanson for re- 
election. However, it is now prac¬ 
tically certain that he will decline 
a re-election. He cannot afford the 
time. Since his election three years 
ago he has on an average put in 
from ten to fifteen hours’ work a 
week for the N. A. D. That means 
neglecting his private affairs. He 
will retire with a feeling of hav¬ 
ing done his duty. With Mr. Han¬ 
son out of the way the most promi¬ 
nent candidate seems to be J. C. 
Howard of Duluth, Minn. He un¬ 
doubtedly has a strong following. 

A. R. Spear, of Minneapolis, has 
been mentioned and has many ad¬ 
mirers. 

Lyman Hunt, of Missouri, is in 
the limelight and might possibly 
land the plum. 

Oscar Regensberg, of Los Angeles, 
in a letter to The Observer some 
time ago, said he was not; in the 
race. However, we are expecting to 
see him trotted out as the Veditz 
candidate most any day. 

The New York Journal, in an edi¬ 
torial, suggested Douglas Tilden as 
a likely winner. Mr. Hodgson was 
probably joking, however. 

The idea of the President of the 
“No fees, no dues, no publicity In¬ 
dependent League,” and of the in¬ 
flated Federation Association, at the 
head of the N. A. D. is too ridiculous 
to be worthy of serious considera¬ 
tion. 

Whoever is elected at Cleveland 
we hope he will be a man of honor 
as well as brains—a man whom the 
young men can look up to with re¬ 
spect. A man who has some better 
qualifications than his ability to 
guzzle Peoria whiskey or Bohemian 
beer. R. 


MORE ORALIST MISINFORMATION 

Continued from page 1 
tinue to have, its influence. But it 
will be thoroughly discredited by the 
vast majority of superintendents of 
schools for the deaf, leading educa¬ 
tors of the deaf, the leading deaf 
themselves, graduates of both com¬ 
bined system and oral method 
schools, and by the thousands of 
well educated people who know that 
the pure oral method is NOT the 
one best adapted for the deaf stud¬ 
ent who wants a thorough education. 
To all these, whose sense of right 
and wrong in methods is developed, 
the bias is too evident. 

P. L. AXLING. 

$1 Subscribe Now $T 


Continued from page 2 

Mr. Hanson did not vote for 
them. 

Going on Mr. Veditz, in speaking 
of Mr. Hanson, says: “He had no 
right whatever to demand or even 
request its suppression” (the Meagh¬ 
er paragraph). 

That’s a frank statement by Mr. 
Veditz that Mr. Hanson is not re¬ 
sponsible for the appearance of the 
Meagher paragraph in the report, 
yet in last week’s issue of the Jour¬ 
nal he insisted I should take Mr. 
Hanson by the cravat and shake my 
editorial fist in his face. 

Yet in the very next paragraph 
of his Journal article Mr. Veditz 
says: “Mr. Hanson should have 

frankly assumed his burden of the 
odium.” 

What odium, pray? . You Just ad¬ 
mitted that Mr. Hanson was in no 
wise to blame for the inflated bal¬ 
lot stuffing story. Oh! George, what 
do you have in your tea? 

Mr. Veditz insists my aim is to 
injure Mr. Regensberg rather than 
to aid Mr. Meagher. I can say 
frankly, I have no personal quarrel 
with Mr. Regensberg. My aim is 
and has been to denounce what I 
believe was the work of spite. 

Mr. Veditz lays the blame for the 
delay in publishing the report to 
Mr. Hanson. 

Mr. Hanson could hot have the 
work done until there was money 
with which to do it. When the 
Executive Committee finally voted 
to go ahead and print it was six 
months before the secretary got the 
copy in the printer’s hands. 

Mr. Veditz says the copy was al¬ 
ready within six weeks after the 
convention closed. Nearly a year 
passed before the report was finally 
in the hands of the members. Pray 
what was the secretary doing all 
this time? Any good printer could 
do the job in a month or so if 
proofs were promptly returned. The 
resolution to print the report with 
the papers abbreviated was unani¬ 
mously adopted by the Executive Com¬ 
mittee. 

We understand the work of boil¬ 
ing down these papers was left for 
one of our school teachers to labor 
on during his vacation while the 
secretary who is a wealthy man and 
could well afford to hire it done, 
spent his vacation at the seashore. 

Great that! 

Tn short, Mr. Veditz, we consider 
the Meagher paragraph as it appears 
in the report is fully in keeping with 
Mr. Regensberg’s attempt to have Mr. 
and Mrs. Meagher removed from 
their positions at the Vancouver, 
Washington State School for the 
Deaf. W. S. ROOT, 

1426 Fourth Ave., Seattle, Wash. 
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Mrs. A. K. Waugh is entertaining 
her sister from Chicago. 

Mr, and Mrs. S. D. Eaton of Ta¬ 
coma and Mrs. Eaton’s sister from 
Ellensburg, were in town Sunday 
and slipped their cards under The 
Observer door. 

Mique Brown says the managing 
editor of The Observer is not truth¬ 
ful, that he, Mique, has no inten¬ 
tions of marrying a Seattle girl. 
So we suppose this settles it and 
the girls need no longer make goo- 
goo eyes at Mique. 


PARTRIDGE DOWN WAUGH. 

True Partridge, A. K. Waugh and 
L. O. Christenson took a trip up 
Bear Creek last Saturday afternoon. 
On their return they reported about 
fifty trout, some of them very fine. 
Mr. Partridge swiped the champion¬ 
ship from Mr. Waugh and left him 
floundering in despair. 

Mr. Waugh says he is going fish¬ 
ing again this next Saturday and 
may make a new record. 


CLEMENT B. COFFIN 

Jeweler and Optician 

We replace Broken Lenses. Yes, We guarantee everything we do 

Phone Main 4324 

406 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH. 


ALL HAIL BRYAN. 

The writer never voted for William 
Jennings Bryan, but we admire the 
principles of the man who is not 
afraid to throw aside fermented 
liquors and serve in their stead non¬ 
alcoholic drinks. Such an act takes 
courage and especially so when it 
is contrary to a long line of prece¬ 
dents. 

So all hail, Secretary Bryan, who 
is not afraid to set a worthy ex¬ 
ample for the young men to follow. 

R. 


A PACIFIC ENTERPRISE. 

The whole Pacific Coast is to be 
joined together in one stupendous 
publicity scheme to make the West¬ 
ern edge of the United States the 


STATE CONVENTION. 

The local committee held another 
meeting recently. Arrangements 
are something after the following 
order: 

Everyone to be in town by Thurs¬ 
day noon, July 3rd. 

At 1 o’clock an auto ride of two 
hours around town, free to members 
wearing badges and to out of state 
guests. 

At 8 p. m., reception at Trinity 
Church guild rooms. 

Friday, all day picnic with sports 
at some spot not yet selected—pos¬ 
sibly to include a boat trip. 

Saturday at 10 a. m., the conven¬ 
tion will convene for business. 

Saturday evening, grand ball, free 
to members wearing badges and to 
out of state guests. 

Sunday morning, everyone to do as 
they please. 

Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, 
church service at Trinity Church. 

A. W. Wright, A. E. Hole and J. F. 
Meagher are the committee to look 
after the sports, and being a decided 
sporty lot we may look for a sporty 
time. 

True, Partridge, who can dance 
better than he can walk, is in charge 
of the ball and it’s expected to be 
a “bawling” time. 

Mrs. Hanson has charge of the 
reception, and if any one can make 
it a success she can. 

Axling and Root are looking after 
halls and autos. 

Miss Cleon Morris will find ac¬ 
commodations for young ladies who 
attend the convention alone. 

L. O. Christenson is looking up 
hotels and lodging houses. 

Altogether, if the convention does 
not prove a grand success it will 
not be the fault of the local commit¬ 
tee. 


PUQET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 

E' ery deaf person in the Puget 
Sound country is or should be a mem¬ 
ber of this association. 

Why? 

Because in union there is strength 
—we can help one another. 

Also come and meet your fellow 
deaf for a social time, intellectual ad¬ 
vancement and moral uplift. 

Business meeting, second Saturday 
night of each month. Social, fourth 
Saturday night of each month. 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenu* just north of Pine Street.*- 
Officers: 

President—True Partridge. 
Vice-President—Miss Cleon Morris. 
Secretary, Philip L. Axling. 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, A. H. Koberstein 1 


playground of the world. This is - 
the result of the formation of the 
California Celebrations Committee at 
Santa Barbara, Cal., by a gathering 
of railroad, hotel and newspapermen 
and members of civic bodies. 

This publicity is to be provided 
by the railroads which have their - 
termini at Pacific tidewater. They 
are more than anxious to spread the 
fame of the great out-of-doors of this 
coast, provided the various states 
provide the entertainment for the 
tourists. Such means were decided 
on by the conference in the shape of - 
a string of carnivals extending from 
the Canadian line to the Mexican * 
border. 

It is the intention to have Seat¬ 
tle’s great Potlatch celebration and 
Portland’s famed Rose Carnival 
made important links of the great - 
chain of celebrations. Originally 
called as a conference to consider ‘ 
only the “standardization” of Cali¬ 
fornia’s festivals, the plans quickly 
broadened out to take in the whole 
coast region, through co-operation 
and reciprocity with the Pacific 
Coast Festivals association. 

Thus the tourist coming to this 
coast at any time of the year will 
always find something doing to 
make time pass pleasantly, whether 
he starts his sightseeing in the 
southern part of California or wheth¬ 
er he reach the western sea through 
Vancouver, or other cities of the 
Northwest. 


Bible Class for the deaf meets 

on the second and fourth Sunday of each 
month at 3:30 p. m. in Trinity Parish 
Church, corner Eighth Ave. & James St* 
All welcome. 

Olof Hanson, Lay-reader, in charge 


Palace Market Company 

DEALER IN 

FRESH and CURED MEATS 
FISH, FHUITS and VEGETABLES 

Oysters and Game in Season 
204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 
Phones Main 5 Ind. 5 Seattle, Wn. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 

CHARITIES AND CORRECTION. 

Throughout the country a marked 
interest is developing in the Nation¬ 
al Conference of Charities and Cor- _ 
rection which is to be held in Se¬ 
attle, July 5th to the 12th. Ar-<t 
rangements for the program and en¬ 
tertainment of the Conference are 
only partially developed. News 
comes from the East indicating the 
growing interest in the gathering. u 
The Monday Evening Club of Bos¬ 
ton, with a membership of upward* 
of six hundred will have a special 
excursion to the Conference, as will 
also the famous Social Workers’ 
Club, of Chicago. These two large 
excursions will have their special 
cars and otherwise come prepared 
not only to attend the Conference 
but to enjoy a study of the North¬ 
west and it’s scenic offerings. 
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THE GREAT INDOOR CIRCUS. 

The following from the Washing¬ 
tonian is descriptive of the great in¬ 
door circus at the State school for 
the deaf: 

Our first great annual indoor Cir¬ 
cus is now a matter of history. 
Great is just the word for it in 
every particular, the auspicious 
weather, plentiful newspaper no¬ 
tices and spirited rivalry among our 
ticket sellers netting $131.60 of 
which $26.85 will about cover ex¬ 
penses. Aside from a few scratches 
and bruises no accidents occurred to 
mar the day, except the bursting in 
of the head of Dorland’s big base 
drum which the boys borrowed for 
the down town parade Saturday 
morning. 

Sunday’s Portland Oregonian had 
a long article, with three photo¬ 
graphs, on the Circus and parade, 
while the Vancouver Columbian de¬ 
voted whole columns to the affair, 
the 27 number requiring just two 
hours and forty minutes to run off 
in quick order. Every one felt he 
had more than his quarter’s worth, 
some even stated fifty cents would 
be a fair valuation. The gym was 
only half full at the matinee per¬ 
formance, but in the evening the 
house was so packed that even the 
benches reserved for clowns were 
pressed into service. 

To quote excerpts from newspaper 
articles: 

“Every one stopped work while 
the cirkus pe-rade went past this 
morning. And it was a parade, the 
like of which has never before been 
seen in this section of the country, 
or any other, it is believed. It had 
a real make-believe elefant and two 
dozen clowns and a band and bright 
posters and streamers, that told the 
public that an indoor circus would 
be given at the Washington State 
School for the Deaf this afternoon 
and evening. 

When the procession stopped to 
give a little exhibition, its members 
under the direction of Jimmy Meagh¬ 
er gave a school yell, not on their 
fingers, but with their mouths, as 
earsplitting as that given by the 
high school boys. 

This is one of the things that the 
deaf boys have been taught to do 
at the local school. The usual crowd 
of urchins filled the sidewalk and 
poked fun at the clowns during the 
passage of the pe-rade on the down¬ 
town streets. When they arrived at 
the city hall, a convict in the crowd 
was “run in” to the station by a 
big fat policeman. 

The procession attracted much at¬ 
tention and it is expected that a 
large number of downtown people 
will be in attendance at the cirkus 
this evening. The east gate of the 
garrison will be left open until 12 


o’clock tonight to provide for the 
home-going crowds from the city.” 
—Saturday’s Columbian. 

“From the grand pageant to the 
throwing of the Battery bear by J. 
Frederick Meagher, the indoor cir¬ 
cus given Saturday by the boys at 
the Washington State School for the 
Deaf was a huge success. The ac¬ 
tion was swift and without a break. 
Each act followed so close on the 
one before that it almost stepped on 
its heels and many times during 
the evening several stunts were go¬ 
ing on in the rings at the same 
time. 

There was not a “slow” act in the 
whole evening, and each one de¬ 
serves especial praise. “Deviletto” 
brought down the house by his dare¬ 
devil slide of 105 feet from the ceil¬ 
ing of the gym at one end to the 
floor at the other, hanging by his 
teeth to a leather strap suspended 
liom the wire and carrying fiery 
torches in each hand. The Texas 
1 ommy Tumblers were as good as 
those usually ranking as professionals. 

The wrestling bout between J. F. 
Meagher and a real, live, black bear, 
more than a year old, was startling 
and called for great applause. The 
bout was held in a wire cage, and 
the bear was muzzled. Three little 
girls, as darling dancing dolls, were 
graceful in their movements and 
were encored several times. 

But the clowns! They performed 
more silent humor than could be 
told in a book. They were every¬ 
where, and no two were alike. The 
oi iginal Mutt and Jeff” pleased the 
children as much as any number 
and while all were intent on a foot¬ 
ball game they were “playing” the 
great mystery” was revealed. A 
stuffed man dropped suddenly from 
the ceiling with a big thump and 
the audience gave a gasp. Women 
shrieked, believing that one of the 
pei formers had dropped from the 
tight wire. And the “elephant” 
about the size of a 4-year-old one 
was the only “live” animal, but he 
was a good one and made mirth by 
flightening spectators in the circus 
seats. 

The boys were ideal hosts and did 
everything to make the guests from 
the city enjoy themselves. 

Nothing but praise for the circus 
was to be heard afterward from the 
visitors, many of whom had enjoyed 
the best laugh for months. Wonder 
was expressed at the cleverness and’ 
ability shown by these handicapped j 
lads and the keen enjoyment they i 
took in the performance was an add- ' 
ed pleasure. 

All of the work of preparation was 
done by the children outside of 
school hours. All of the stunts were 
planned by them and supervised by 
some of them. All of the costumes 1 


were made in the school and the 
apparatus for the various acts con¬ 
structed there. They were not in 
any way assisted by “hearing” peo¬ 
ple. 

This is the first event of the kind 
ever held by the deaf in the United 
States. A number of deaf from 
Portland were here to see the per¬ 
formance.”—Monday’s Columbian. 

Those who took part in the side 
show were: Carl Garrison, “tallest 
dwarf in captivity;” William Mellis, 
snake charmer—five live snakes; 
Eva Hoganson, “bearded lady;” Har¬ 
old Harris, “wisest boy in school, 
knows more than his teachers, never 
needs to study;” Edward Hale, “wild 
man from Borneo;” Frank Kelly, 
baboon. Some newly hatched chick¬ 
ens, the “goost that laid the 14- 
karat egg,” “Don Carlo, champion 
flea killer of Clarke county” and the 
Battery bears were also shown. 

Circus Program. 

Grand Pageant—A spectacular, su¬ 
perb, sublime and sumptuous pan¬ 
orama of performers . 

Circle of Death—“The Dozen” in 
one of their imported side-splitters. 

Mons. Du Ggan—Greatest of the 
great, in eye deceiving, tongue tying 
sleight of hand. Featuring his own, 
original, superb sensation, “Davy 
Jones’ Locker.” 

The Line of Life—“The Dozen” 
split the other side. 

Bluboo—The baboon with the in¬ 
human brain. Does everything but 
talk and sing. Never knocked the 
interstate Bridge—and never will. 

Sandydow Samaroff—Marvelous 
strong man. Bends iron bars, and 
lifts big dumbbells by his teeth. See 
him raise half a ton of humanity on 
his back. 

Mutt and Jeff—For the love of 
Mike pipe this stunt. Only bricks 
bearing the Union label are bounced 
on Jeff’s cocoanut. 

Boxing—Knock Out Brownie vs. 
Buddie Anderson; 45 pounds ring¬ 
side. 

Living Statutes—In fourteen class¬ 
ical poses. Dying Gladiator; Com¬ 
bat; “His Habet;” Wrestlers (3); 
Death of Hector; Neptune; Apollo; 
Atlas; Boxer; Discobolus (2); Ther- 
mopoylae. 

Buckaroon—The tame mule, guar¬ 
anteed perfectly harmless and docile. 
5c to anyone who can’t ride him. 

Casey at the Bat—By the clowns. 
(Save your hen fruit and pedigreed 
vegetables for this number.) 

Flip Gets Flippy—He and Impie 
pull off some genuine Little Nemo 
stunts. 

Serpentine Maze—A swirling glit¬ 
ter of luminous light—a gilt-scaled, 
sensational serpent in the darkened 
room. The dozen in a drill with 
Japanese lanterns. 

Three Heavenly Twins—The man- 
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agement is not responsible for the he fails. This act takes place in a | Mrs. Chas. D. Seaton returned to 
loss of buttons that fly off your vest specially constructed cage. West Virginia April 26th. Her prcs- 

while laughing. - once here wa3 to attend the funeral 

The Gliding Goths—A roller skat- CHICAGO. of her brother, John E. W. Wayman, 

ing act distinctly out of the ordi- ~ formerly state’s attorney, and who 

nary. Mrs. P. J. Hasenstab returned me t his untimely death by a pistol 

Brothers Sonrickfred—The tireless * rom a very pleasant visit in Toron- s hot. 
trick cyclists. They have some tires to ’ ^ anacla > whither she was taken The Fraser family having sold 

and are somewhat tiresome. ^ the kindness of a friend to at- their cottage in Fernwood, bought 

Clowns—A merry medley of me- tend the R ible Conference which was a two-flat building on Evans Avenue, 
lodious mirth. being held there. On invitation she near 72 nd Street. They are occupy- 

Three Dainty, Darling, Dancing M )oke fi\e times. A reception was j n g the top flat and their married 
Dolls—Three little tots, from 8 to also given in her honor. She related , son t he lower flat. Their address 
10, who will make Adelaine Geene ^eaf people are quite en- j g 7219 Evans Avenue, 

wiggle some fine day.' thusiastic in religion. Mis s Cora Jacoba’s folks have rent- 

Jessie & James—James is a lariat Mrs - rred ste P h ens is mourning ed a new three-flat building on 
spinner—he learned by spinning ^ ie * oss °* ^ er father, Rev. C. Washington Boulevard for the pu;- 

tops. But watch his poor partner, Treidei, who was buried on the 19th p Cse 0 f renting out rooms, 

will you. of A Pnh He was formerly a Nor- The Chicago Alumni of the Gal- 

Clowns—Fire! Fire! Fire! and a we &ian pastor, and so on that ac- ia.ud.et College had their annual din- 

dozen other funny flings. [ count the funeral service was con- ner at the Lake Cafe, East 53rd 

Pachyedamit—The fastidious ele- ducted bj several Norwegian min- street, Saturday evening, the 19th 

fant, captured in the wilderness , ist ers. i ns t. 

near Harney and raised on Good j Miss Mai T Peek, accompanied by Fremond Offerle, of Elgin, was 

Roblin’s candy. (Ladies will please ^ er °ld housekeeper, Haddie, leaves opiated on for appendicitis on the 

not bring any mice or rats as the for Los Angeles, Cal., on the 6 th of 3 rd 0 f April, and is now on the 

beast is remarkably timid.) ^ay 1° remain six months. They road t o recovery. 

The Great Secret—One big sur- occupy a furnished flat. --- 

prise. Nobody knows what it is, A little girl was recently born SPOKANE, 

but—oh, my! 1° Mr. and Mrs. Gus Hyman. The e ] ec H on 0 f officers of the Spo- 

Human Firebrands—Two daring Th e Pantomime entertainment kane Association took place Satur- 

denizens of the dark defy death in S * vei1 under the auspices of the Chi- day> ]yj ay 3 rd The names have not 

circles, semicircles and parabolas of ca S° Chapter of the Illinois Associa- i ea k ed out. But we hope they are 

fire. t' on was pronounced a success. n(d - ^ ke ^he hand picked bunch that 

Clowns—Once more the 23 clowns About sixty-four dollars were put to g ea ttie sent to the Aberdeen Re¬ 
romp out to drive dull care away, the credit of the Home Fund. publican convention. 

Deviletto, A Slide for Life—Dare- M was again realized that the j a mes H. O’Leary has returned, 

devil glide from the roof to the floor Home could have been put to ad- j^. g eagy w hen James hoves 

on 105 feet of wire, suspended only vantage when Mr. Hicks, a cook for into town makes the mountain 

by his teeth. One of the most dan- a number of years at the School for and “He’s a friend of mine.” 

gerous acts ever attempted by an the Deaf at Jacksonville, Ill., who L ee q B roW n, who has the big 

amateur. was HI and was denied permission g n ckj now is talking as if he had 

Texas Tommie Tumbling Troupe— to remain at the school, was obliged the bay f ever we hope he will 

In tantalizing, terrifying twists and 1 to be taken to the poor farm until locate somewhere close so we can 

twirls and tumbles. Six of ’em; his death. see him on hig farm 0 ft en . 

Six, that’s All. Friends of Miss Mabel Fern Tay- L 0 ST—E. R. V. Chambers; about 

Wrestling Bear, Battling Bruin of or, formerly of Indiana, were sur- g f eet> weight 145 pounds; complex¬ 
ion medium, slim build; wore dark 
suit and hat. 

LOST OR STRAYED—A. E. Ar- 
not, 4 feet 8 inches tall, broad built; 
complexion light, that turns crim¬ 
son; weighs about 160 pounds; wears 
red hair that makes you feel com¬ 
fortable warm. 

Miss Laura Hughes is one of the 
visitors to see the big circus Satur¬ 
day evening, May 3rd. 

Miss Mabel Burnett, who has been 
residing with her aunt here in Spo¬ 
kane, is reported getting fat. Say, 
editor, send us over some more to 
fatten. 

Ross Slightam (who some time ago 
crawled out of the seat and onto 
the back of the water wagon to 
make more room for a new driver), 
announces he will be in Seattle on 
business in May. But he may be a 
little late as we know he can’t be 
classed as a duck and would not 
venture until the last drop of rain 
has fallen. 


Battery E—Vancouver’s amateur prised to hear of her marriage to 
bantamweight champion will try to Mr. Belford, April 2nd. The wed- 
put the bear’s shoulders to the floor ding was a quiet affair. The nupital 
in 10 minutes. Five pounds of candy knot being tied at the parsonage by 
are forfeited to the artillerymen if Rev. P. J. Hasenstab. 


Send This On With A Dollar 

Mr. L.O. Christenson, Publisher of The Observer, 

Dear Sir: Desiring to aid in the. maintenance of live, wide- 
wake, independent paper for the deaf I enclose one dollar for a 
year subscription to THE OBSERVER. 


NAME- 


ADDRESS. 






